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ISLANDS OF COCOPLUM PHILANTHROPY COMMITTEE 
PARTNERS WITH

Coral Gables 
High School
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The Initiative Will Provide 
Scholarships & Vocational 
Opportunities to Rising Seniors

This upcoming 2019 year, Islands of Cocoplum Philanthropy 
Committee has decided to partner with Coral Gables High School 
to help local, high-performing, underprivileged students attend 
university and acquire internship and vocational opportunities 
with business owners throughout our own community. “We are 
offering a unique opportunity to help rising seniors pay their 
college tuition through scholarships as well as gain valuable work 
experience with summer internships, thus providing scholarship 
recipients with a direct path to future employment opportunities 
upon graduation from college,” explains Martinez.     

Coral Gables High School Principal, Adolfo Costa, is excited to 
partner with Islands of Cocoplum for the new initiative. “We 
believe that opportunities for students to interact with business 
owners are enormously beneficial. Currently, there are very few 
vehicles that can facilitate these relationships and our partner-
ship with Islands of Cocoplum would have a tremendous impact 
in the lives of our students.”

“Our goal is to target this initiative toward rising seniors who 
are economically disadvantaged yet show academic promise. We 
want donors to be actively engaged with the process of selecting 
scholarship recipients and ultimately know the students who 
have had successful internships with business owners,” says Mar-
tinez. “The hope is to facilitate the process of giving back to our 
community in a meaningful way.” 

Exactly three miles due north from Cartagena Plaza, there is a public high 
school that was designed to house 2,800 students for the affluent Coral 
Gables community. Today, the school has over 3,200 students, and with 
76% of the students on free or reduced lunch, the students aren’t exactly 
affluent. Actually, a recent top-performing student who is attending FIU 
on a full scholarship had been homeless for all four years of high school. 
Despite those challenges, she still managed to graduate with honors, and 
although the student had numerous options to attend several prestigious 
universities, the family could not afford out-of-state tuition and housing. 

“I’ve driven by the school countless times, but only recently did I 
realize the opportunity to make a positive impact on the lives of 
so many local families,” explains Matt Martinez, Islands of Coco-
plum President and Chair of the Philanthropy Committee. With a 
minority rate of over 90%, a largely underprivileged student pop-
ulation, and overpopulated classrooms, Coral Gables High School 
faces significant challenges. Even with those challenges, however, 
over 94% of seniors attend university and the IB Program is one 
of the top performing programs in the county.  

Adolfo Costa, Matt Martinez, Ana Suarez

The financial goal for 2019 is 
$100,000 in scholarship funds and the 
deadline for donations is March 15, 
2019. The first part of the initiative 
will be to establish a committee com-
posed of Islands of Cocoplum Board 
members and donors. That committee 
will review the scholarships appli-
cations and select the scholarship 
recipients for the year.

The next step will be to introduce the 
scholarship recipients to residents in 
the community. This will take place 
through an acceptance ceremony at 
the IOC Clubhouse, along with an 
article in the Cocoplum Magazine, in 
addition to other media outlets. The 
article will include relevant informa-
tion about the students including their 
background and academic interests, 
encouraging the entire community to 
follow up on the progress of the stu-
dents throughout their college years. 

“We are designing the program for 
two kinds of donors; those who 

would like to take an active role in 
the lives of the students as well as 
those who would like to take a more 
passive role,” explains Matt. “We 
understand our residents have busy 
lives, so we have opportunities in 
place for residents who would like 
to donate and stay informed about 
the progress of the students. We will 
also have opportunities for donors 
who would like to take a more active 
role in mentoring students and 
offering internships or vocational 
opportunities,” explains Martinez. 
 
An overview and timeline of the ini-
tiative can be found below: 

The IOC Philanthropy Committee will 
raise scholarship funds from home-
owners each year

• The IOC Philanthropy Committee will 
provide a list of IOC business owners 
who would consider participating 
in this program by offering summer 
internships to scholarship recipients

• The IOC Philanthropy Committee will serve as a con-
duit for scholarship recipients to be considered for 
summer internship opportunities directly with IOC 
business owners

• Coral Gables High School will draft a scholarship ap-
plication and market the opportunity to its students

• IOC Board in conjunction with scholarship donors 
will review applications, interview the final candi-
dates and select students to receive the award

• IOC Board and Coral Gables High School staff will 
determine the amount of the scholarships based on 
the annual donations

• Contribution deadline: March 15
• Application Deadline: April 1
• Announce Scholarship Recipients: May 1

We are proud to support the IOC partnership with 
Coral Gables High School and we encourage any 
residents who would like to take part in this initia-
tive to reach out to Matt Martinez at 
matt@beaconhillpg.comfor more information.  

The Coral Gables Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organi-
zation and will be administering all donations for 
this cause. 


